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TELCON - EYES ONLY 
Moyers 
Ball 

4/24/65, 9:45 A.M. 

Moyers said he had a chat with the President at 
breakfast about the necessity of getting people doing nothing 
for 3-4 days but thinking about political and peaceful 
alternatives in SEA. 

Ball said he had anticipated this and is in the process 
of organizing something. 

The President would like one paragraph unsigned that he 
could use in talking with the Secretary- ii/the President's 
language . 

Ball said he talked to the Sec last night and thought 
Moyer's might give some: thought to this and that is not only 
try to do the work within the Dept but Ball had thought of 
pulling in a group of rather experienced people who have had 
and could bring a fresh approach to this. 

Moyers said this had also been his thought. He thought 
a couple of Dept men butt. go beyond the Dept. 

Ball said he wanted to get Chayes , Acheson, Boyd Cutler, 
Fowler Hamilton. Moyer's suggested McCloy or Lovett. Ball 
said McCloy would be good but Lovfett was in poor health. It 
would have to be kept very quiet. 

Ball said he wanted to do two things. One, get a 
group to pull together the evidence on a lot of the unanswered 
questions as far as the public is concerned. Ball said he had 
not bean happy with the white paper. It was done too hurriedly. 
Ball felt the problem of proof did not seem to measure up 
to what it should have. Ball wants to start a whole fresh 
exercise on this.2/Ball said he had the Legal Advisor working up 
a complete legal white book on juridical aspects. The third 
thing is to organize over the week-end was a private group to 
look very hard at all the possibilities. This requires not 
only thinking but some research for example the French 
experience in the Algerian Affair is similar. There is quite 
a lot of history on how these things have been handled in the 
past. 
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Ball said the problem over here was that there was 
too much thinking on the operational aspect. Moyers said 
this is right and the President is aware of this although 
he is not disdainful of this. 

Moyers said after this conversation with Ball he did not 
need a paragraph. He felt he now knows what to say. 

Ball asked if he should hold up on the group. Moyers 
said not the Department people but hold up on the outsiders. 
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